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What have been your
chlevernents in the last one

year?
We were fortonate o stant the
proceswes on time. The first

qQuartet was meant to bring
into the fold all unfinished pro-
jects. We registered 10,200 pro-

¢ are (onqumer
t aarted tn the
nd quarter and
ian o process. We have
over 2400 complaints filed
againa registered projects, out
of which over 1200 have been
disposad of

Are you satisfied with the
pace of complaints
resofution?

Now we have reached a stage of
sustainability as the number of
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rease oyy 2 «podal further and
Tesolve therm within 60 days as
the Act gy <, tt will be an-
other myor  achievement,
EVRTY time we pass an order
and give pelicf, it gives a boost
0 consymer confidence be-
cause Ihr’ \now that there s a
mechanisy which delivers,
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What are the challenges you

continue to face?

There are huge challenges. Of
the more than 16100 profects
fstered ac on date, nearly
0 would not have been re.
gistered If they were com
pleted on time. This translates
into 8 Likh homes that remain
incomplete due to a variety of
reasons such as delinquency,
court stay orders, dispures etc.
Taking these projects to com
pletion is a big challenge be-
cause a bank may walk out
with a haircut but for a home
buyer, it makes no sense. He in-
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Is Impuving penafty the way
forward ?

Onee you are registersd, we he.
e your will continue ti
complant behavtour,
which we Rave alm to thow
aur resth - e (1 wrong advert
fung or anything elve fur ules
mately 1 pe: sucks vut
maney from the projecr. We
st ensure that playery now
plav a1 per the rules If they
don'r, the regulator will ensure
the rules are followed
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Don't you think there should
be guidelines such as
booking can be done only on
completion of 50 per cent of
the project?

The stage at which a project is
registered, 15 aleo a stage
where a bullder has already In-
vested a lot of money. Today,
financial institutions  don’t
give money to buy land. If
there 1s a regulation like that,
only the big guys will be able

Don’tsell your life for money, IRMA graduates told

EUTAM vORA.

A A

Child health reformer and
Padma Shri award winner
Abhay Rang ha¢ appealed to
the graduating social scient
tsts “not get fooled by the lur
Ing packages” and to take up
challenging roles to make 3
difierence in rural develop-
ment.

Addressing the 37th annual
convcation of the Institute of
Rural Management, Anand
(IRMA) on  Saturday, the
renowned paediatrician said
“Today, you are faced with big.
ger challenges of Inequality,
joblexsness. global warming,
farmer suicide. and  bank
scams. These are bigger chal
lenges than what we faced -
malaria. malnutnitton. and
mortality -about 40 years ago.
Now that we have a larger pop-
ulation, the challenges and re-
sponsibilities are also bigger”

Bang, Directot, SEARCH,
Gadchiroli (Maharashtra), was
the chief guest at the convoca-
tion for the students of Post
Graduate Diploma in Rural
Management (PGDRM) and
Fellow Programme in Rural
Management (FPRM).

“Don't sell your life for the
sake of money There Is no
dearth of money. Instead,
IRMA graduates should go
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toget ‘makeover’
with CFTRI touch

The ‘appam’ and ‘aravana’,
the sweet ball and jaggery
dessert, which are sold as
prasadam (offering) at the
famed Lord Ayyappa temple
atSabarimala are set 1o geta
makeover from the next pil-
grim season.

The Central Food Techno
logical Research  Insutute
(CFTRI). which provides guid
ance for making delicious

Tirupat  temple
and lord Muruga
shrine in Palany,
respectively, are
now gearing up to give a new
touch to the prasadam of
Sahanimala temple.
The Travancore Devaswom
Board has roped in CFTRI to
enhance the qualiy, taste
and shelflife of the ‘appam’
and ‘aravana which has
large number of takers.
| TDB President A Padmaku-
|} mar said the temple would
1'% open for the monthly pooja
\Dn May 15 and an Mol
between the Board and the
WFIRI is expected to be
| Yigned on the next day.
Ateam of TDB officials re-
dy wisited the govern-
" pentrun CFTRP's Mysuru

pus to evaluate its pro-
duttion mechanism.  “As
Is 2 g

(from left) Hitesh Bhatt. professor, IRMA: Abhay Bang, Director,
SEARCH and Dilip Rath, Chairman, IRMA at the 37th convocation

where the problems are, not
where the facilities are,” he ad-
ded

“Infinite possibilities’

With modern resources such
as information technology. di-
gital, blo, and mobile techno-
logy at their disposal, there
are infinfte possibilities glob-
ally to address the need of
rural development.

Bang said a lot needs to be
done on the front of tribal de-
velopment as there is no data
to indicate the state of health-
care in tribal communities.

the MoU with them on May
16." Padmakumar told PTL
The CFTRI experts will also
impart  training to the
temple suafl who prepare the
prasadams during their visit,
he said. If everything goes as -
planned, the ‘appam’ and

‘aravana’ with the ‘CFTRI
touch’ would be made avail
able to devotees from the
next pilgrim season, he sald.
The TDB, however, has no
plans o increase the price of
packed

prasadams,
Detailing  the
changes to be
w the
prasadams, Pad-
makumar  sald
there may not be
much changesinthe ingred-
ents, the overall taste

would be enhanced At
present, appam has a hard
texture. It will become softer
and sweeter. The thickness of
‘aravana’ will be reduced.
And the amount of jaggery,
its main ingredient, will be
reduced to 3040 per cent,”
he said.

The method of prepara-
tion and packing would be
changed under the guldance

“There is a problem in tribal
health, We are trying to de-
velop a picture of healthcare
in these communities, But
there Is nodata,” he sald.
Bang, who Is also chalrper-
son of the National Expert
Committee on Tribal Health-
care, appealed to the graduat-
Ing students to create new
models for tribal develop-
ment and become pioneers.

Placements

A total of 177 students were
awarded the PGDRM and one
FPRM  diplomas. IRMA Dir-

ector Hitesh Bhart said, "As an
indicarion of increased en.
gagement of business as well |
as development sector with |
the rural sector, the batch re-
ceived 315 job offers from 14 |
recruiters.”

The average offer by private i
sector increased to X12.17 lakh
ayear against 210,57 lakh last |
year. The average package
from development sector - |
NGOs, cooperatives and gov-
ernment departments - stood
att9.42 lakh.

The highest offer stood at
465 lakh, while the lowest
was T35 lakh.

This year, 18 students re-
ceived pre-placement offers,
while Gujarat Cooperative
Milk Marketing  Federation
(Milma) emerged the single
largest recruiter with 16 oflers.

Cooperatives recrulted 30 can-

didates.

crufters included Tolaram,
Afriventures, Godrej Agro, Car-*|
gill, ITC, Zuari, Mars Intena- |
tional and KPMG. As many as
16 students accepted offers |
from government depart
ments and NGOs such as BAIF
Development Research
Foundation, Bihar Rural Liveli-
hoods  Promotion  Soclety,
Jeevika and Livolink Founda-
tionamong others.

Leading multinational re-/

Hyderabad varsity team
2ndin RBI Policy Challenge

G NAGA SRIDHAR
Mydeanad AX 79
A team from the School of
Economics, University of Hy-
derabad (UoH), has bagged
the second prize In the finals
of the RBI Policy Challenge
2018

The students - Soumyajit
Ray. Atsh Kumar, Pravesh
Koli, Madhurima Chandra
-pursuing second year MA
(Economics) were guided by
faculty advisor  Debashis
Acharya.

Their topic was ‘Normalisa-
tion In Advanced Economies:
Implications for India The
jury consisted of Amartya
Lahiri, Director, CAFRAL,
Mumbal; Sanjeev  Sanyal,
Principal Economic Advisor,
Gowt. of India; and Pranjul
Bhandari, Chief India Eco-
nomist, HSBC.

The presentation was fol-
lowed by a question and an-

swer session from the jury. |
The team was awarded a cash
price of ¥50,000 and a |
citation.

“RBI has been organising
the competition for under- |
graduate and graduate stu-
dents to spread awareness on
financlal matters and promo-
tion of a better understand.
Ing of monetary and eco-
nomic Issues.” |
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puducherry Chief Minister V
Narayanasamy has assured

| enrrepreneurs here that the

Union Territory is endowed

| with the best industrial cli-

mate for investment,

Addressing the 2nd edition
of Indian Business Congress
on Saturday, he highlighted
the potental - “be it land
bank availability, skilled man-
power, clean air, water or a
peaceful environment for In-
vestment - Puducherry has It
all”

“Il investments have to
come, the State should be
peaceful, it should be corrup-
tion-free, the government
should offer incentives and,
above all, the State should

have a progressive Industrial

VNarayanasamy, Chief Minister

policy. But in India, bureau-
cracy Is the biggest bottleneck
for any development,” Naray-
anasamy sald.

He conceded that running
an Industry in this competit-
Ive and highly politicised at-

here isa huge chall

are not very encouraging.”
“What have we achieved by
demonetisation?” Naray-
anasamy asked, averring that
the purpose for which It was
thrustupon - be it for curbing
black money or flushing out
the (now) withdrawn notes
from the hands of terrorists -
could notbe achieved.

“The achievement on the
other hand was only in bring-
ing down the country's GDP
by 2 per cent. And now, with
the rollout of GST, the growth
Is getting even more stunted.
These actions were taken
without thinking" the Chiefl
Minister alleged.

He added that government
support “Is lacking in India,
and the Industrial climate
and employment generation

“Being a State,
Puducherry has been im-
pacted to the extent of 40 per
cent. Industrial Investments
are not coming to the Union

he 1mativr play

fund the pro-
stessional
mpertise, who an do a fob
with leswer margine is what we
4 look for S 1 think we
thow bind of
i approvaly take
place Laxt without much ap
prowal costs, then that (x what
we thauld [nok forward to as 2
narion

How ahout regulsting pelces

18 check the unreallstic rates
In certain locations?

Price regulation is not on the
rable roday ment regu.
lating everywher= s not sume-
thing | would subscribe to. It s
4 deciston between two private
parties and the marker should
determine the rate If you cor.
rect distortion in the market,
offtake will follow. Real estate
prices have correcred, the gov-
ernment Is not ratsing ready
reckoner rates and REBA (s
here. Now any 'buy’ deciston i«
a good declsion as | will take
care of everything except rates.

'Puducherry CM woos investors

Territory because of this. But
we have announced an indus-
trial policy. We have won five
awards in the last two years -
for the best administration,
for maintaining law and or-
der. tourism potential, or-
ganic farming and best indus-
trial award as well. But for
Kiran Bedi, we would have
bagged more,” he said.

“With the government |
identifying Puducherry for
Smart City project, we have
started working on the same.
We have started revamping
the traffic system, widening
theroadsand many suchiniti-
atives, but sadly enough, the
required funding support Is
not coming from the centre.
We are, however, trying to
overcome the bureaucratic
menace,” he said.
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